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a change in the succession, he secured a doubtful
assent from the king, and as soon as Edward was
dead, proclaimed Lady Jane Grey as queen (1553).

But the nation was unanimous in support of Mary ;
an attempt to capture her failed, and a few weeks
after the death of the king, Northumberland was a
prisoner in the hands of his enemies. He was
executed, and his contemptible protestation of devo-
tion to the new queen, and of his secret adherence to
Catholicism, prevents any pity being felt for him.
He was, indeed, a mere adventurer, without even the
solitary virtue of courage which does something to
redeem the character of many otherwise bad men.
His innocent accomplice, Lady Jane Grey, and her
husband were for the present merely imprisoned in
the Tower. The ease, with which the plot of North-
umberland had been defeated was due to the general
desire to end the violent changes in religion, and to
return to the state of things which had prevailed
under Henry VIII. But Mary had really much more
extensive plans, and a complete restoration of the old
order could alone satisfy her conscience. For the
present, however, the influence of Renard, the
Spanish ambassador, served to restrain her, and she
contented herself with the more moderate scheme
and with the remodelling of the bench of bishops by
the imprisonment or expulsion of the more extreme
prelates. Most of these were deprived, and Cranmer
and Latimer were sent to the prisons from which
Gardiner and Bonner were released. Mary was,
indeed, more anxious to accomplish another object;
she had fallen in love with the portrait of Philip of